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Dollars and sense

WHAT do vou E}u:a' each Hime yvou
reach imo a shop tridge and grab a
GOOml bottle of water?

About one-guarter of a bottle of

oil, according to most authoritative
eslimates - taking into account the
oil that has been used (o make the
plastic, turn it inie a bottle, trans-
provt i o yvou and then take It away
to be buried., burnt or recveled.

Al you are buying more water
than vou imagine: typically double
what's in the bottle when the wat er
needed e ecool and  elean the
bottling machines is taken into
greeounl,

So how did it come (o this, and
why is it still like this when both
water and oil are more scaree than

they have ever heen? That's the
mivstery investizated by American
author Elizabeth Bovie in Bortde-
mrerntia: How weter wen! on safe
el ey aee Donglis i,

We  haven't alwavs  boughi
bottled water in modern (hmes,
although we certainly did in earlier
times when public water wasn'i
sifie.

frovie savs the oulrageonns sie-
ress ol botthed water in g coantry
whiere alinost 90 per cent of the tap
waler imeels o exeeeds Tederal
safety resulations, resularly wins
in blind taste tesis against name-
bramd water amd  cosis 240 1o
10000 fimes  less than botiled
waler s oan unparalleled  social
phenomenon - one of the greatesi
marketing coups of the 200h and
2150 conturies™,

Sunday Canberra Times
Sunday 22/6/2008

Section: Business News

i began  with Orson Welles
intoning in 1974 that, “There is a
spring and s name is Percier.”
Sales tripled on g campaizn buile
ot around thirst, but image.

Then in 19589 came polvethylenes
tereplihalate. The new so-called
PET bottles were “cheap, light,
shiny, bright and clean’™.

The advertisements  used  the
pavpe star Madoonna amd piciores of
waterlalls and monniains to imply
that drinking bottled water was g
“path  to  enlightemment like
prracticing yvoga or ealing ordanie
Fool™.

Sales exploded feom 115 million
to 4 billion in seven years,

Mong the way there was help
From a myth - that each of us
necded 1o drink eight glasses per
day.

Boyee traced it back to the food
and murition board of the US
National Research Council which
omee said that an adult needed one
millilitre of water for each calorie
ol liod,

Frud the Board also went om ta say
that most o that  water  was
i|JI'|~;||1_l.' i the Food we ate, Cooked
rice and noodles aee Tull of i

And there was a particolarly
nasty atiempt to change the atti-
fude ol restaurant  patrons.
Wailters were irained 1o shame
Chean into paving for botled water,
sametimes by loreing  them 1o
ie prranl the wiorl "I:Ip”.

In Canberra, with tap water Loo
goidd o Bottle, we should be above
thai.



